1. INTRODUCTION Perusal of Sommier & Caruana Gatto's and of Borg's work shows a considerable impoverishment of the flora, some species having become quite rare and local or even having disappeared, as also shown by the two senior authors' field experience. The use of practically all surface water and the lowering of the groundwater table for irrigation and other purposes of human habitation are undoubtedly an important cause of this. A similar phenomenon was described, e.g., by Benl (1965) for Tenerife. For a description of the physiography and geology of the Maltese Islands the reader is referred to Hyde (1955 presented in the following.
The first truly comprehensive account of the flora of the Maltese Islands is by Sommier & Caruana Gatto (1912 -1915 ; it includes also the lower cryptogams.
The older literature is also reviewed there. (1953) and Smith & Tutin ( 1968 (Kliphuis 1967 
